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Official opening ceremony  
 
Date:     03.11.2005  14.00 � 16.00                      Room:      Hegel Hall 

 
 
 

 

Chair: PID Eberhard Wirfs, Forum President, 2005 Stuttgart 

Vice Chair: PID Massimo Fabio, President EF 2004 Rom 
PID Phil Nathan, President  EF 2006 Bournemouth 

Secretary: PDG Barbara Grewe-Feldmann 

� Music: "Nabucco�  Guiseppe Verdi 

� Presentation of the flags 

� National anthems 

o of India in honour of  International President, Ashok Mehta 
o of the USA in honour of the First Vice-President, Jimmy Ross 
o of Italy in honour of the Delegate of the International President to the Europa-Forum 

2005, ID Sergio Maggi 
o European anthem "Ode to Joy�  
o of the host country, Germany 
 

� Welcome by the Forum President, PID Eberhard Wirfs 

� Music: "Carmen Suite�  Georges Bizet 

� Welcoming address 

o by the Lord Mayor of the City of Stuttgart, represented by the Lady Mayoress 
Dr Eisenmann 

o by the International President, Ashok Mehta 
o by the CC MD 111 Germany, Kamal Eslam 
 

� Music:  "Elisabeth The Musical �  Arr.: Johann de Meij 

� Keynote speech by the Minister-President of the State of Baden-Württemberg, Günther H. 
Oettinger: 
"The model of Europe in a globalised world� 

� Closing address by the Forum President, PID Eberhard Wirfs 

� Closing music: "Elvis the Greatest�                     Manfred Honetschläger 
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Welcome by the Forum President, PID Eberhard Wirfs 
 

o WELCOME TO STUTTGART 
 

o WELCOME TO STUTTGART 
 

o BIENVENUE à Stuttgart 
 

o BENVENUTI a Stoccarda 
 

o TERVETULOA, KIITOS 
 
I am very pleased to welcome you all with a  hearty "GUTEN TAG� 
 
Welcome to all Lions and Leos, club officers, Zone and Region Chairpersons, VG’s, DG’s, CCP’s and 
PCCP’s, Past-Directors, Past Presidents from Europe and overseas, International Directors and Past 
International Directors and our Executive Officers here is Stuttgart.  
 
The flags that have just been brought in not only represent our member countries from the area of 
Europe, but also our guests who are visiting us from regions spanning several continents. Allow me to 
welcome these guests in the international language of our association: 
 
"I extend a very warm welcome to all of you saying cordially GUTEN TAG." 
 
It is a great honour and joy for me to welcome you here on the occasion of the 51st Europa Forum in 
Stuttgart. We are pleased that you have attended this Europa Forum in such numbers. We intend to do 
everything we can to make your stay as pleasant as possible and to include your requests and ideas in 
the programme of events.  
 
The teams of the Forum together with all Lions in Germany are pleased to welcome you together with a 
large number of Lions and guests from Europe and throughout the world. 
 
I hope that you had a good journey and that you will enjoy your stay in the Maritim Hotel Stuttgart and that 
this is convenient for you. 
 
The coming days will be dominated by numerous meetings and discussions, with ideas and dreams from 
all over Europe. We hope that the Europa Forum 2005 will give you the chance to talk to many European 
Lions from different cultural backgrounds speaking different languages. The Committees have done 
everything possible to create a relaxed and friendly atmosphere for the biggest gathering of European 
Lions this year.  
 
It is a great honour and joy for me to welcome you here on the occasion of the 51st Europa Forum in 
Stuttgart.  
 
Minister President Günther Oettinger, head of the g overnment of the State of Baden Württemberg. He wil l 
be addressing us as keynote speaker  - in German "Festredner" - on the exciting and very promising topic 
of The model of Europe in a globalised world . 
 
From Europe 
 
PIP Prof. Dr. Grimaldi and his wife Ariane, Italy 
PIP Sten Akestam and his wife Martha, Sweden 
PIP Dr. Jean Behar and his wife Stella, France 
 
ID Claus Faber and his wife Rena, Germany  
ID Miklos Horvath and his wife Eva, Hungary 
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ID Philip Soustelle and his wife Rosemarie, France 
ID Jan Holtet and his wife Sölvi, Norway 
ID Sergio Maggi and his wife Anna, Italy 
 
From overseas 
 
PIP Dr. Tea-Sup Lee Seoul, Korea 
 
PIP J. Frank Moore III and his wife Rita, Daleville - Alabama, USA 
 
1st IVP Jimmy M.Ross and his wife Velda, Quitaque - Texas, USA 
 
IPIP Dr. Clement Kusiak and his wife Jeanne, Linthicum - Maryland, USA 
 
IP Dr. Ashok Mehta and his wife Kokila, Mumbai, India 
 
 
Perhaps it was due to the organisational work over the last few days that our officers are looking a little 
tired. But I am well assured that this will be all forgotten when, together with you and our guests, we say a 
big "Thank you" to all the Forum teams and a well-deserved round of applause for a job well done.  
 
And, Ladies and Gentlemen, Lions and Leos, if anything doesn’t quite go like clockwork as it should, just 
remember - it wasn’t meant to and please forgive us. 
 
Dear Lions friends, I wish us all a Forum with successful information and communication, in an 
atmosphere of tolerance and friendship, so that each one of us can say in the end: this Forum was well 
worth the trip. We learnt a lot and we had some great fun doing it. 
  
 



 
 

- 6-- 
 
 

Welcoming Address - Lady Mayoress Dr. Susanne Eisenmann 
 
President Kusiak, 
Minister-President Günter Oettinger, 
President Wirfs, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear Lions and Leos, 
 
Welcome to Stuttgart! � Also on behalf of the Lord Mayor Dr. Schuster, the City Council and all the 
citizens of the City. 
 
You made an excellent choice of holding your Europa Forum 2005 here. 
 
Stuttgart provides the right stage: we are  
 
• an active congress and trade fair city, 
 
• an international city which is home to people from over 170 countries. 

The percentage of non-Germans among the inhabitants is almost 25%. Stuttgart is the birthplace of 
the automobile and the city of high-tech. In addition 
 

• the city has the best opera house in Germany, 
 
• a world-renowned ballet, 
 
• excellent cultural and sports highlights: 

- in 2006 we are participating in the World Football Championships, and 
- in 2007 the World Gymnastics Championships. 

 
According to a survey by "Focus� magazine, Stuttgart is the city with the highest quality of life between 
the Alps and the North Sea. 
 
And if the citizens feel so good here, then we will try our level best to make you, our guests, feel as much 
at home as possible. 
 
"Democracy as a way of thinking and a way of life lives off the many voluntary services by its citizens�. 
These words by Theodor Heuss, honorary citizen and former German President, have been part and 
parcel of Lions activities for over 50 years. 
 
The Lions have overwhelmingly proven the correctness of this statement many times over: they have 
always acted: with definite aims and with great success. The Stuttgart Lions have pointed the way with 
exemplary civic commitment. 
 
We can look back with sincere gratitude to the beginnings. What started in Illinois in 1917 � that peo ple 
take their heart and start to act according to the motto: "we serve� � also started soon after the end  of the 
war in Germany. 
 
The start of the Lions Clubs in Germany after 1945 was a milestone for our country on the path back to 
the international family of nations. 
 
We can be proud of the fact that Stuttgart and the voluntary work of its citizens played a leading role in 
building democracy and civic commitment in Germany. Their hard work for the poor and needy has not 
been forgotten in our city. This has remained the mark of the Lions to this day and has made them into 
the largest and most active service organisation in the world. 
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The Lions Clubs are models for an active civic society in which civil liberty and social responsibility belong 
together. They act and unite people. Theodor Roosevelt once demanded commitment of this kind: "Do 
what you can, with what you have, where you are.� 
 
I am honoured that I can be here with you and address you as Mayoress for Culture, Education and 
Sport. I have recently been placed in charge of promoting civic commitment in Stuttgart. 
 
What I know so far about the great voluntary commitment of Lions members, I can now get to know in 
depth. It is a very great honour for me to thank you for your model and exemplary work for the well-being 
of your fellow human-beings and the community - whether your commitment is local, for example in 
campaigns in Stuttgart 
 
• for the rehabilitation of playgrounds and schoolyards 
 
• or against drug abuse and violence 
 
or worldwide. 
 
The Stuttgart Lions are giving their support by generous donations to an orphanage in our twin town of 
Samara in Russia. 130 children there receive love and support on their path towards independence and 
freedom. 
 
The sale of Glühwein (mulled wine) on the Stuttgart  Christmas Market is something of a tradition; the 
takings are reinvested in sensible projects for children and young people here in the city. 
 
In this way, you are making a considerable contribution to our ambitious aim of making Stuttgart into the 
most child-friendly city in Germany. 
 
 
Mr Presidents, esteemed Lions and Leos, 
I would like to thank you all in the name of the citizens of Stuttgart for your exemplary civic commitment 
here in our city and for your contribution towards bringing more humanity and peace to the world. 
 
I am already looking forward very much to making further contact with you and to working closely with you 
in the future. 
 
I wish you all a successful congress and a pleasant stay full of wonderful experiences here in our 
beautiful city of Stuttgart. 
 
And to the guests who have come from outside: make your own impressions of our city  � and come back 
again: 
You are always very welcome here in Stuttgart! 
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Extracts from the speech made by Minister-President Günther H. Oettinger 
 
After expressing his sincere welcome and a short introduction of the State of Baden-Württemberg, 
Minister-President Oettinger stressed the interest of the state government in an assessment of the results 
of the Europa Forum. Referring to his topic of "The model of Europe in a globalised world�, the Minister 
President gave a thumbnail sketch of the eventful history of the State of Baden-Württemberg, which was  
characterised by several centuries of war and bitter poverty. Against this backdrop, the pursuit of peace 
and freedom in Central Europe was more pronounced than in other regions.  
 
Today, Europe was not in good shape in more ways than one. It was only 50 years ago that Baden-
Württemberg became an immigrant region, even welcom ing people wandering from the east and north of 
Germany to the south and south-west. If economic growth today was only 1 to 2 percent, it was not 
enough by far to survive in international competition. Europe’s main weakness was a lack of innovation. 
Another problem was that 25 European countries are attempting to achieve economic advance on their 
own instead of joining together to face the competition. A very positive example of how this aim could be 
achieved was the joint development and production of the Airbus fleet. What was so successful with the 
Airbus, that is to say economic co-operation, should also take place in the chemical industry, the 
pharmaceutical industry and in the field of biotechnology. Germany was no longer the chemist’s shop of 
the world. But it could still pool its resources in cross-border co-operation. To quote Oettinger: "We argue 
about standards and about what should be allowed ethically. In the meantime, the others rule the market.� 
Moreover, Europe urgently needed a uniform traffic standard with a standard rail system for all. Ten years 
ago, Europe introduced the Lisbon process. Today, we could only take stock and say: the objective was 
formulated, but it was not achieved. According to Oettinger, if Europe conducted basic research on the 
same topic in 25 countries, it was wasting its money. Competition between municipalities and also 
between regions was all well and good. But if this took place with topics with which Europe had to join 
hands, it would be a failure. National and regional egoism was bad if neither national nor regional survival 
were possible. Oettinger concluded by saying: Europe’s future lies in concentrating its forces. Europe’s 
meagre aid to Africa is scandalous, said the Minister-President. Africa would become Europe’s fate. The 
number of citizens trying to help Africa was lower than many years ago. To quote Oettinger: "If we do not 
help Africa, then Africa will come to us.� The Minister-President described the wide variety of aid projects 
for which the Lions had earned world-wide respect. In this context, he not only paid tribute to the high 
sums of monetary donations but also to the fact that the Lions provided help by giving the gift of time to 
the weak. Germany’s poverty today was based on a lack of talking. The growing need to care for the 
older generation and to look after young people in the modern state was no longer only a task for the 
public sector. Lions could see a major task in developing models in these areas. It was a question of 
organisation as well as the transfer of experience and attention. Minister-President Oettinger appealed to 
the Lions not to diminish their efforts of giving aid through active attention and acknowledged the 
enormous dedication of the clubs in solving problems both in their regions and at international level. 
 
In conclusion, Minister-President Oettinger praised the cultural and culinary attractiveness of the city of 
Stuttgart. He hoped the Lions would enjoy their stay in Stuttgart and would maintain their personal 
dialogue with others. 
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Closing address by the Forum President, PID Eberhard Wirfs 
 
The perceivable longing in the whole of Europe towards integration and co-operation has also reached 
our Lions movement. The aim in future is to achieve closer ties between our clubs in light of growing 
economic, intellectual and cultural co-operation in Europe.  
 
The European continent needs an elite with a sense of their own culture. We must learn to speak with 
one voice, we must grasp the chance to instigate federal and unanimous processes. 
 
Europeans are not better, they are different, and we want to keep it that way. Should Europe become the 
world’s political and cultural football or a partner who should be taken seriously?    
This issue concerns the development of more unity. A single progressive co-operation in Europe is the 
logical consequence of the globalisation process taking place in the world.  
 
The successful implementation of growing, world-wide tasks by our International Association requires 
greater understanding of international structures, and this automatically furthers the acceptance of  
independent identities, traditions and special national characteristics. 
 
Both components will strengthen our association: they will lead to more efficiency - at gross-roots, across 
the continent as well as globally.  
 
Let us Lions intensify our role as ambassadors of our nations, of a strong Europe and of our clubs which 
reflect such an exciting, cosmopolitan world due to their diversity.  
 
That is our associative and integrative opportunity in this world. Growing together against the backdrop of 
national identity and characteristics that have their roots in cultural history and geography. As an 
important part of global unity with excellent, internationally acclaimed contributions. 
 
Europe is traditionally an engine of growth in our membership figures. There are more chances for 
qualitative growth in Eastern Europe. Our first priority remains to achieve continuous growth in 
membership measured only by the quality criteria of the Code of Ethics and our objectives.  
 
Can we afford to give up such a cause? 
 
No. To give up would mean: not having any positive objectives. Giving up ourselves or other people. 
Handing in our notice to life. 
 
Finding courage when everyone else is giving up means: not allowing yourself to be overwhelmed by the 
spirit of the times, but stepping bravely along the path of extraordinary solutions. 
 
People of courage in times of resignation are just as rare as they are in demand. Only they have the 
strength we need to turn things around. 
 
Raising the quality of our lives is not only attained by increasing consumption. Neither is it achievable by 
striving for every more spectacular experiences. 
 
However, we can improve the quality of life:  
 

� by developing a special culture of talking 
� by fostering relationships in a special way 
� by working on our special commitment towards a humane future. 

 
So let us dare, let us have the courage to bring about changes. 
 



 
 

- 10-- 
 
 

Together with the nations of Eastern Europe, all the MD’s in Europe are faced with the challenge of 
achieving potential membership growth. These duties can only be solved reliably with the help of 
neighbourly, historically developed relationships. 
 
It is the Europeans who traditionally have access to Eastern Europe and have contacts that demonstrate 
the ability to achieve successful developments, besides mutual understanding and trust. 
 
The EF, with its opportunities for communication and shaping, is the new platform for joint action and 
talking, and for forming opinions. Its organisational improvement and growing acceptance will strengthen 
the European Lions movement. (1.200 R) 
 
Our slogan "LIONS FOR EUROPEAN FUTURE" is intended to underline the meaning and possibilities 
that Lions actually have to bring socio-political change.  
 
Many people need our interest and understanding for their action - they need help. This requires 
reliability, credibility, competence and the willingness to actively communicate the message of freedom 
and responsibility, of respect for human rights, of affirming the dignity of each person and of mutual 
understanding between peoples.  
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1st European Council Meeting  
 
Date:     03.11.2005  16.30 � 17.30                      Room:      Hegel Hall 
 

 
 
Item 1:   PID Eberhard Wirfs, President of the Europa-Forum 2005 in Stuttgart and  

also Chair of the Meeting of the First European Council, opened the meeting and started 
by pointing out some of the rules of precedure with regard to pending votes. 

 
Item 2:  PDG Klaus Letzgus established that the voting delegates from 24 member countries 

(later from 27 member countries) were present at the first meeting of the Council. 
The meeting was then declared quorate by PID Eberhard Wirfs. 

 
Item 3:  In his welcoming address, PID Sergio Maggi, representative of the International President 

for the Europa Forum 2005, called for an increase in efforts towards integration between 
different cultures with the aim of hopefully achieving a European identity. 

 

Chair: PID Eberhard Wirfs, Forum President, 2005 Stuttgart 

Vice Chair: PID Massimo Fabio, President EF 2004 Rome 
PID Phil Nathan, President  EF 2006 Bournemouth 

Delegate of IP: ID Sergio Maggi 

International 
Directors: 

ID Jan A. Holtet 
ID Claus A. Faber 
ID Miklos Horvath 
ID Philippe Soustelle 

Forum�s Advisor 
and Archivist: 

PID Giovanni Rigone 

Europa Forum 
Accountant: 

PDG Hans Richter     

Secretary: PDG Karsten Kowala 

1 Opening by the Forum President 

2 Credentials  

3 Address by the representative of the International President     

4 Welcome by the District Governor 111 SM Germany 

5 Approval of the minutes of the EF 2004 in Rome                   

6 General presentation of the EF Stuttgart                              

7 Introduction of D 131 Lithuania: Application to become Member Country of the Forum.                        

8 Presentation of proposals and motions: 
a. Candidacy for the Europa Forum 2007 
b. Candidacy for the Europa Forum 2008  
c. Candidacy for the Europa Forum 2009                            

9 Report of the auditors of the Europa Forum 2004 in Rome                                                                 

10 Report of the representative to the Council of Europe                                  

11 Any other business 
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Item 4: DG Jörg M.Kimmig, Governor of District 111S M, welcomed participants to Stuttgart, the 
central point of his district, and wished those present a good meeting. 

 
Item 5: PID Massimo Fabio presented a short review of the Europa-Forum 2004 in Rome. He 

pointed out that the auditors’ report was now available; and also that Forums were 
becoming more and more expensive. 
ID Eberhard Wirfs called those present to approve the minutes of the Europa-Forum 2004 
in Rome. On behalf of the MD 111 Germany, PCC Hermann Müller declared that he was 
in favour of approving the minutes for Rome but withheld his approval for Annexes C and 
D. A corresponding motion made by MD 111 Germany was accepted by the delegates by 
a large majority. The minutes of the Europa Forum Rome 2004 received approval with 16 
votes in favour, 3 votes against and 1 abstention. 
  

Item 6: PID Eberhard Wirfs explained the programme of the 51st Europa-Forum 2005 and its 
motto "LIONS FOR EUROPEAN FUTURE�. He said that for him, the emphasis lay on 
communicating the following areas: Integration and co-operation (to establish a strong, 
unified Europe), communication and integration between members and provision of 
leadership qualities. 

 
In future, we as Lions will have to bring more of our own ideas into spreading our concept 
so that we can proclaim our message to our fellow human beings in factual issues as well 
as in socio-political issues, where humanitarian commitment of a civil society meets 
public services.  
 
The selected slogan therefore provides the opportunity for excellent communication. In all 
fields of further training, discussion and organisation, the aim towards which we are 
striving is information with feedback and documentation so that we can achieve a 
loopback learning system from acquired experience and carry out a personal benefit 
analysis.  
 
What does this mean for the Forum? Where are the main topics? What were the criteria 
for its conception? 
I would like to briefly sketch the areas whose communication we regard as vital.  
 
I.  The European concept 
 
The perceivable trend in Europe towards integration and co-operation has also reached 
our Lions movement. Closer co-operation leads to a greater potential for innovation and 
qualitative communication across all decision-making levels.  
 
We must use all our experience to exchange the best. Understanding that differences 
offer an opportunity means learning, becoming richer and continuing to develop oneself. 
 
We believe in the idea of a strong Europe and are convinced of the continued 
development of Lionism in Europe. We can achieve this and we want to � in fact, we must 
for the sake of our future. 
 
II. Communication between members / integration 
 
What must we communicate - especially to our younger and foreign citizens in order to 
win them over to our cause, to make them interested in our ideas and make them want to 
assume responsibility? 
 
We Lions must be interested in closing gaps caused by the lack of integration, in making 
others understand and being understood by these people. 
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Do the Lions Clubs International give satisfactory and definite answers to urgent 
questions and expectations in our modern world? Can people who are interested in the 
well-being or their community find the opportunities to serve in our association? 
 
Yes, of course, but how can we portray the specifics of our idea globally as messengers 
and describe our ethical values? 
 
Our societies are increasingly faced with a profound feeling of loss of orientation and 
values. WE SERVE can provide satisfactory answers to this.  
 
III. Teaching leadership skills 
 
There are information needs at all levels of activity and decision-making within our 
association, in particular regarding structures that are continually changing everywhere at 
the same time. 
 
It is not only a question of describing task definitions, but also techniques which can be 
used for achieving results successfully.  
 
Knowledge about structures in LCI  
Knowledge about development in LCI 
Personal training 
 
Besides teaching facts, leadership training courses are designed to prepare people in 
office proactively and fully for their duties within the organisation. And this within the 
continual subject field of tension of "Setting objectives -. achieving objectives" or 
"Recognising - Changing".  
 
Besides teaching information, courses provide situative training from Lionist points of 
view. The development of personal ideas, visions and objectives play the major role here 
in order to build up a response that will lead to a result. 
           
IV. Form of the Forums 
 
Finally, the Forum should be a place that brings people together to promote discussion 
and serve as a stage for concentrated communication and friendly meetings. 
            
Our guests should not only be accompanied by professional guides, they should be met 
and welcomed by Lions friends. All of you here and outside in the country are looking 
forward to meeting them. 
Our guests should experience that Germany is a cosmopolitan, tolerant country and they 
should be welcomed by real friends. 
 
Right from the start, the Forum has had the duty of informing the public about us and our 
idea. The Stuttgart newspapers produced a special reprint providing comprehensive 
articles about the Forum. A sea of Lions flags decorates the city and over 600 large 
posters signpost the way to us and our world-wide organisation. Radio and TV will 
broadcast their reports � and the citizens of this State will realise that Lions are 
committed citizens. 

 
 
Item 7: DG Juozas Pabreza introduced District 131, Lithuania and tabled a motion to accept 

Lithuania as new member country of the Europa-Forum. 
 
Item 8: a:  Despite several talks, it had been impossible so far to find a member country to host 

the Europa-Forum 2007. 



 
 

- 14-- 
 
 

b:  Georges Bleunven (France) presented Cannes as host city for the Europa-Forum 
amid great applause. 
c:  Finland and Israel announced their interest in hosting the Europa-Forum 2009. 

 
Item 9:   In the absence of PDG Hans Richter, PID Giovanni Rigone reported on the final accounts 

of the Europa-Forum 2004 in Rome. There was a surplus of �1044. 
 
Item 10: PID Giovanni Rigone reported on the activities of European Lions at the Council of 

Europe. 
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